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A GOOD WORD FROM
Mayor Michelle Distler

Where do I start? We are going through 
an experience many of us have never 
even imagined. Families are being 
impacted in all kinds of different 
ways. Parents are now teachers. 

Teachers are now trying to provide education virtually to 
their students while many are also instructing their own 
kids. Employees are being pushed to new limits. Many 
are faced with the challenges of working from home 
while our essential employees are worrying about their 
safety and still trying to do their jobs. Our older residents 
suddenly have to think twice about going to the grocery 
store, hugging their grandchildren or what used to be a 
simple doctor’s visit. And it is quite a blow to our business 
community, to say the least.

But I will tell you what I have witnessed firsthand and 
what I am guessing you have as well. The passion to 
persevere. It is everywhere. It is in the face of the parent 
muting themselves on a meeting while they help their 
child get set with schoolwork, it is in the voice of the boss 
who calls an employee just to check in and say hello, and 
it’s that moment when a grandparent learns how to do an 
air elbow bump with their grandchild. You can see it in the 
smiles of the workers in the checkout aisle at the grocery 
store, in the waves from delivery drivers still dropping 
packages at our doors and in the determined mindsets of 
our healthcare workers. You can almost feel the passion 
from our small business owners who are adapting and 

flexing to find new ways to serve their customers. It is also 
evident in our residents who are doing all they can to pick 
up a meal from a local restaurant, put in an order at one 
of our Shawnee breweries or do some curbside shopping 
at our stores.

At the City, we are all heartbroken every time we have to 
cancel a big community event that we all look forward 
to hosting for you and your families. City employees 
view themselves as servants to the community. Making 
these tough decisions and not being able to bend over 
backwards to help our community is something none of 
us are happy about. However, our priority is to keep YOU 
safe.

We know this is a snapshot in time and we are doing our 
absolute best to get through it. When it comes down to it, 
we are ALL doing our very best to muddle through the 
mess. It is not always pretty. You probably feel grateful on 
certain days and like you simply might not get through 
others. I understand because I am feeling those same 
things. We all are.

While it feels like I cannot promise much during uncertain 
times, what I can say with complete confidence is that our 
community also has the passion to persevere.

As always, please reach out with any questions, concerns 
or if you just need to chat.
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What is your vision for the future of Shawnee? That is what we wanted to hear from YOU as we launched Imagine 
Shawnee in 2019 and YOU let us know. Many of you have been part of our Strategic Visioning efforts over the past year 
and we appreciate your participation more than you know. 

• Five Imagineering Sessions
• Nine Focus Groups
• Online Surveys
• Speakers’ Bureau appearances, public meetings and more!
• Dozens of social media posts, comments, questions and interactions
• Special online website at cityofshawnee.org/imagineshawnee
• Direct mailings to homes including CityLine and postcards

We have racked up countless hours planning and executing different ways to find out what our residents and stakeholders 
want Shawnee to look like in the future. So what did we take from all that feedback? We have learned what folks say is 
important to them, areas where we can improve, what they LOVE about Shawnee, what they DO NOT want us to change 
and even some pretty BIG ideas. The Five Pillars that were presented to the Governing Body were formed after analyzing 
every single comment, discovering common themes and soaking in what YOU had to say. 

The Five Pillars will help us lay the groundwork for a shared vision for our community. A vision where everyone has a 
voice. A vision that will allow your Governing Body to frame up crucial decisions, focus on the outcome YOU told us 
YOU WANT, and then, step by step, bring that vision to life. 

Rest assured that our Strategic Visioning efforts are not finished. This is an ongoing cycle that will be revisited. That 
means we will come back to the most important part of our community, YOU, and ask you to again weigh in on Imagine 
Shawnee and what it is doing for our City.

To learn more about Imagine Shawnee visit cityofshawnee.org/imagineshawnee. And again, thank you for taking time 
to help us Imagine Shawnee in the future.
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Tidy Town Changes

• Once restrictions related to COVID-19 are no longer 
in place, residents will be able to schedule a bulky 
item pickup for their household directly with their 
trash hauler, pending employee safety and staffing 
availability.

• Residents will schedule this appointment directly with 
their trash hauler to work out a time that is convenient 
for the customer. All of the guidelines about what will, 
and will not be accepted curbside still apply.

• Customers must schedule their curbside bulky item 
pickup by December 1, 2020 and it must be completed 
by December 31, 2020. No dates will be allowed to 
carry over into 2021. Your trash hauler can answer 
specific questions regarding items as well.

• There will be no drop-off site available. The drop-off 
site requires a high level of coordination between City 
staff and trash haulers. It is something we all start 
planning for several months in advance. At this time, 
we cannot set a date in the future with the uncertainty 
of the COVID-19 pandemic impacting staffing, safety 
and other day-to-day activities.

• We would encourage people to visit recyclespot.org 
or to contact one of our local nonprofit organizations 
to look for ways to offload some of their items in an 
environmentally friendly way.

We understand these changes impact you all directly and 
these are not decisions we take lightly. Again, the safety of 
our community is our top priority. If you have questions, 
please contact your trash hauler directly or the City of 
Shawnee at 742-6204. This information is also available 
online at cityofshawnee.org/tidytown. We thank all of you 
who are showing us patience and understanding.

Waste Management: (913) 631-3300
Republic (A-1/Superior): (913) 279-6033
Town and Country/WCA: (816) 380-5595

KC Disposal: (816) 388-9739

We know many of you look forward to Tidy Town every year. This is the annual bulky item pickup program that 
normally happens over three weekends in April and May. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we worked closely with 
the trash haulers in Shawnee to make necessary changes that keeps the health and safety of all as our utmost priority. 
Please know this was not an easy decision and we have to consider several factors. Waste Management, WCA, Republic 
and KC Disposal have agreed on the following changes.

Curbside Information
On your Tidy Town date that you set up with your trash 
hauler once the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, you can 
set out FIVE items on the curb. Please have them out on 
the curb by 7:00 a.m. These items include the following:

• Furniture
• Mattresses

• Waste Management customers need to put out 
any mattresses in a mattress bag.

• Appliances
• Waste Management: Does not accept 

refrigerators
• WCA: Does not accept refrigerators
• KC Disposal: Does not accept refrigerators with 

freon in them
• Republic: Does not accept any white good 

appliances including refrigerators, washers, 
dryers, etc.

• If you are looking for a place to dispose of your 
refrigerators or other white goods if your hauler 
does not accept them, please head to recyclespot.
org to find a location near you.

• Push lawn mowers with no fuel or oil
• Up to 4 foot rolls of carpet (Must be securely tied and 

less than 50 pounds. Two rolls count as one item.)

Items NOT ACCEPTED curbside include:

• Wood fencing and/or decking materials
• Construction materials
• Glass panels larger than four feet
• Latex or oil-based paint
• Tires
• Automotive batteries, engine oil or fuel tanks
• Hazardous materials or waste
• Yard waste
• Compressed gas cylinders
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If you have volunteered for the City or attended one of 
our many community events, you’ve probably seen our 
Volunteer Coordinator, Elizabeth Griffith! She is next 
up to answer the same three questions we ask different 
employees so you can get to know us a little better. 
If you are interested in volunteering for the City, just 
head to cityofshawnee.org/shawneevolunteer.

1. What do you like most about your job?
Working with the community. I've learned so much 
about the place I call home through my interactions 
with various groups and individuals. I work with good 
people who want to do good things and my work days 
are filled with excitement and joy! 

2. How does your work impact the community?
I get to have a hand in bringing people together in 
a mutually beneficial way and that is a good feeling. 
I recruit volunteers to serve on our Boards and 
Commissions and these people give their time and 
expertise to bring unique viewpoints to discuss ideas 
and solve problems together. Through Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, I learn about our City's most 
vulnerable people and I am able to match them to 
kind-hearted individuals and groups who just want 
to help out through Adopt-A-Spot, Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration, Bluebird Stewards, creek clean ups and 
our recycling events. 

3. What is your favorite spot in Shawnee?
Clear Creek Trail. I feel like this trail has been a big 
part of my family's life. We spend a lot of time outdoors 
and appreciate the trails and parks that our City has so 
we can get out and explore!

Good Employees Start Here.

Elizabeth Griffith
Volunteer Coordinator

Are you interested in getting a rain barrel or installing a rain 
garden? How about planting some native trees in your yard? 
Maybe you’re ready to put in a new driveway or patio that 
has permeable pavement. You can get reimbursed for some 
of your costs! Just head to cityofshawnee.org/stormwater 
and click on “Cost Share Reimbursement Program” and you 
will find the application and information on how you can 
get money back for being environmentally friendly!

Get Paid to Go Green!

cityofshawnee.org/shawneevolunteer

VOLUNTEER

Support Shawnee
Thank you for supporting Shawnee and shopping small 
throughout this unprecedented time. The Shawnee Chamber 
of Commerce has a special section online dedicated to local 
shops and restaurants so you can quickly find information 
if you need to get a gift shipped or pick up a meal. Our local 
businesses are vital to our community and showing them 
support now is more important than ever. You can find that 
special section online at shawneekschamber.com.
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FARMERS'
MARKET

•    Fresh and Locally Grown    •

7AM
TO

12PM
EVERY SATURDAY
JUNE - OCTOBER

City Hall Parking Lot

Tuesday - Saturday  10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
shawneetown.org  (913) 248-2360

Shawnee Town 1929

The Police and Fire Departments have joined with CryWolf to help lower the incidents of 
police officers and firefighters responding to false alarms. Starting August 1, a progressive 
fee schedule will go into effect for false alarms for residential and commercial properties. 
This partnership with CryWolf will help reduce the number of responses to false alarms 
and keep our fire crews and police officers available to respond to emergency calls.

• Program starts June 1, 2020 but fees will be waived until August 1, 2020.
• Starting August 1, there will be no charge for the first false alarm. Residents could face 

fines starting at $50 for the second false alarm. Commercial false alarm fees start at 
$150. You can view the full fee list that increases with the number of false alarms at 
cityofshawnee.org.

• Alarms do not have to be registered so you do not need to do anything if you have a 
security system at this time.

• Fire ran 450 fire alarms in 2019 with the vast majority being false alarms.
• Police ran 866 false alarm calls in 2019.

To be clear, this only impacts homes and businesses that have security systems or 
commercial fire alarm systems. If you have questions, please call (877) 314-1891 or visit 
cityofshawnee.org and search “False Alarm”.

Move to Reduce False Alarms
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Still Serving

PARKS AND RECREATION

To say these are challenging times would be a monumental understatement. How we, your local City government, 
respond to these unprecedented circumstances defines what public service means to us. People get into public service 
for a variety of reasons, but helping others always tops the list. Now, more than ever, your City employees across all 
departments are being called upon to serve the community in ways they would have never imagined. From your 
elected officials and City management leading with a sense of discernment, to the front line employees continuing the 
operational duties in a safe, yet productive, manner, the City of Shawnee is committed to local level service like never 
before. Check out what the individual departments are doing to continue the traditional service expectations, while 
implementing new ideas in an innovative manner to answer this call: 

INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY
• Requests for support increased 20% from 2019
• Monitoring an uptick in cyber criminal activity
• Security monitoring for Zoom and live audio streams

• Created cityofshawnee.org/coronavirus in order to 
keep residents updated and provide helpful links

• Posted and updated all social media accounts 
including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Nextdoor

• Mailed postcards to residents
• Coordinated with Parks and Recreation to produce a 

wide variety of videos to help families find new, easy 
things to do at home 

• Published CityLine and Recreate summer brochures
• Designed signs/posters to inform visitors of how to 

stay safe at our buildings, playgrounds, and parks 
• Emailed notifications to keep residents informed

COMMUNICATIONS

• Responded to phone and email inquiries daily
• Completed numerous staff reports 
• Held public meetings remotely
• Conduct several weekly developer pre-application 

meetings
• Reviewed and completed floodplain permits 

submitted for various projects
• Completed numerous building permit and public 

improvement permit plan reviews
• Facilitated all other development functions remotely

The City of Shawnee would like to thank the community for your

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

PLANNING AND ENGINEERING 

115
BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED

$190,177 Permit & Plan Review  
Fees Collected

NEW SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL  
PERMITS ISSUED14
NEW COMMERCIAL OR  
COMMERCIAL REMODEL ISSUED10

425
INSPECTIONS COMPLETE

304 ACRES
SPORTS FIELDS MOWED

35   
Vehicle & Equipment Repairs

22,000 lbsFertilizer & Weed Control  
Applied to Sports Fields

Planted a tree in honor of Arbor Day

50
Signs Installed at Parks

325 CUBIC YARDS
Mulch spread in landscape beds and trees

4000 ft
Fencing Trimmed



8   Summer 2020   │  cityofshawnee.org

• Posted signs encouraging the use of face masks
• Placed hand sanitizer stations and disinfectant 

wipes throughout buildings
• Added foot pulls to restroom doors 
• Added clear plastic barrier at public counters
• Added floor stickers identifying six-foot distancing

FACILITIES

• Utilizing technology to conduct fire inspections 
• Fire crews taking temperatures twice daily to 

monitor for potential symptoms
• Using a 3D printer to make parts that extend the use 

of cartridges and filters within half-face respirators

FINANCE

FIRE

POLICE
• Handling calls over the phone when able in order 

to limit contact with residents
• Wearing personal protective equipment on calls
• CORE Unit has been doing Facebook Live story 

time weekdays at 11:30 a.m. 
• Mental Health Co-Responder is helping residents 

navigate these trying times. If you need assistance 
with emotional health please call 731-2467

• Virtual job interviews
• Employee education related to working remotely
• Annual open enrollment
• Virtual training
• Onboarding new hires online

HUMAN RESOURCES

While Enduring

126
VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT REPAIRS

223 

65

485 feet
Re-Ditching

Signs Repaired/Replaced

100 feet
Stormwater Pipe Replaced

992 Potholes Filled

39 inlets and 205 feet
STORMWATER PIPE CLEANED 

Miles of Street Sweeping

STORMWATER PIPES REPAIRED 

Acres Mowed
26

Streetlight Repairs

26

9 inlets and 6

PUBLIC WORKS

ongoing support as we continue serving while enduring!

2021
Budget

2019
Audit

10
Traffic Signal Repairs

Implementing Tyler
New Finance System
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If you have not had a chance to head down to Nieman Road to check out the recent improvements weaving through 
downtown Shawnee, you should! The entire project involved much more than just Nieman Road. Crews completed four 
major stormwater projects, including carving an entirely new channel to prevent flooding, several side street projects 
and other upgrades. All of those projects needed to be completed before work was even able to begin on Nieman Road. 
Here are just a few of the new features you’ll find along Nieman between 55th Street and Shawnee Mission Parkway.

• Ten foot wide shared use path on the east side of Nieman Road
• New sidewalk on west side of Nieman Road
• New plaza areas on both side of Nieman Road near Rogers Road featuring gathering spaces and new play structures
• Trail Scout Park that will give a nod to our City’s history by including a new sculpture of Wild Bill Hickok
• New streetlights, benches, bus shelters, fences, landscaping, bike racks, crosswalks and more
• New, lighted entrance signs at Shawnee Mission Parkway and Nieman Road
• Nieman Road now has a constant northbound lane, a constant southbound lane and a constant middle turn lane
• Buried power lines

We truly appreciate everyone who showed patience throughout the Nieman Now! project and hope to see all of you out 
enjoying the new amenities while supporting our local businesses.

NOW!
NIEMAN

We are so excited to get started on Shawnee’s newest park at 55th and Belmont Drive. Construction at Wilder Bluff Park 
is set to kick off this summer. The 40-acre park will feature inclusive elements including walking trails, playgrounds, a 
splash pad, a shelter and open lawn space. The natural prairie that makes up a large area of Wilder Bluff Park will also 
be showcased in the design and layout. We look forward to revealing unique elements in the park as construction and 
design takes shape. Wilder Bluff Park is scheduled to open in the Spring of 2021. You can follow along as Wilder Bluff 
Park is formed online at cityofshawnee.org/wilderbluff.

Wilder Bluff Park - A New Park for YOU to Enjoy!
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WANT TO SERVE ON 
A CITY BOARD OR 

COMMISSION?

SERVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

We are looking for 
volunteers who are 

engaged in Shawnee 
and feel a strong drive 

to serve our community.

SHAPE THE 
FUTURE OF 
SHAWNEE

Our Board Members 
and Commissioners 

make recommendations 
to our City Council 
on a wide variety of 

projects, developments 
and decisions that help 

shape Shawnee.

DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO SERVE 

• Planning Commission
• Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board

• Board of Zoning Appeals
• Code Board of Appeals
• Civil Service Commission

READY TO APPLY?
Visit cityofshawnee.org

You will find descriptions of each Board and 
Commission, along with information on how to apply. 

We accept applications any time.

WANT TO LEARN 
MORE?

Each Board and 
Commission requires 

different time 
commitments. Visit 
cityofshawnee.org/

calendar to see when 
meeting are scheduled.

• Solicitors are not required to get permits, but the 
business they are soliciting for must have a business 
license from the Community Development 
Department.

• Soliciting is not allowed at any homes or businesses 
that have a “No Solicitors” or “No Trespassers” sign 

• Soliciting can only happen between 10:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m.

• If residents are having issues with solicitors, they 
are encouraged to call 911.

• You can pick up a free “No Solicitors” sticker at 
City Hall or the Police Department. We can also 
mail one to you if you give us a call at 742-6014.

Free “No Solicitor” Stickers

NO 
SOLICITORS 

Shawnee Municipal Code 5.56.080C

Fair Housing Is Your Right. Use It.
Visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing or call the HUD Hotline

1-800-669-9777 (Engligh/Espanol) 1-800-927-9275 (TTY)
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July
2 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
3 Independence Day City Offices Closed
6 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
7 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
13 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
20 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
27 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

August
3 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
4 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
6 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
7 Summer Concert in the Park - 7:00 p.m.
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
20 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
24 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
27 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.

September
3 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
7 Labor Day - City Offices Closed
8 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
9 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
14 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
21 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
25 Great Grillers BBQ - 6:00 p.m.
26 Great Grillers BBQ - 10:00 a.m.
28 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

Need a RIDE?
CityRide is available to Shawnee residents who are 65 
years of age or older or who have a disability. Want to find 
out if you qualify? Give us a call at 742-6014 or head to 
cityofshawnee.org and search "CityRide".

®

neighbors helping neighbors 
cityofshawnee.org/nhn

Stay fire safe this summer!

For Updates Please Check
cityofshawnee.org/calendar
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Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6011
Car Tags 826-1800
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement/Building Permits 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 894-3777
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6907
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2150
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing/Finance 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6204
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6011
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014
Election Office (County) 715-6800
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Shawnee, KS 66203
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Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org
Kurt Knappen 608-2724 kknappen@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org
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The CityLine, an official publication of the City of Shawnee, 
Kansas, is published four times a year and mailed to residents in 
Shawnee under the direction of the Communications Manager. 
Readers' comments are encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about Shawnee, are available at cityofshawnee.org.


